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harm here. We must secure our bor-
ders.

Having a 98 percent open border with
Canada is absolutely unacceptable.
This bill is the first step in moving to-
wards securing that border in a proper
manner by making sure that we do a
proper analysis once and for all, which
I am not sure has ever been done in
this manner.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KATKO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 455, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

BIPARTISANSHIP IN CONGRESS

(Mr. TAKAI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, this week
Congress voted on the reauthorization
of the Export-Import Bank. Moments
ago we just cleared a bipartisan budg-
et, which now makes its way to the
Senate. Through this budget, we lift
our debt ceiling and increase our de-
fense and nondefense spending equally
for 2 years and we avoid a government
shutdown.

I agree with many of my colleagues
that we must reduce our Nation’s grow-
ing debt, but we need to make sure
that we do not do so at the expense of
our country’s future and our ability to
compete in a changing global economy.

We, as Congress, need to come to-
gether to find long-term, bipartisan,
commonsense solutions rather than
play politics with our national secu-
rity, economy, and the well-being of its
people.

Tomorrow the House of Representa-
tives votes for a new Speaker. I hope
that, under this new leadership, we see
a change in how we govern. I hope Con-
gress will no longer shy away from ad-
dressing the tough issues. I hope we
can come together, both Republicans
and Democrats, to get the people’s

work done.
——
HEAD START
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the students,
parents, staff, alumni, and supporters
of Head Start as they celebrate Head
Start Awareness Month and 50 years of
service to our Nation’s most vulnerable
children.

On May 18, 1965, President Lyndon B.
Johnson launched Project Head Start
as an 8-week summer demonstration
project to teach low-income students
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essential skills to prepare them for
kindergarten.

Since that date, Head Start has
served 32 million children and families
across the country, providing them
with the tools they need to build suc-
cessful futures, helping to ensure a
quality education and access to health
care and social services. Head Start is
a critical investment in the education
of our Nation’s youngest children.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that, as a body,
we reaffirm our investment in the chil-
dren who are the future of this coun-
try. I urge my colleagues to support bi-
partisan efforts to give all of America’s
children a head start in life and an
open door to opportunity.

————
[ 1815

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S CLEAN
POWER PLAN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of President Obama’s
Clean Power Plan, and I would like to
applaud the 10,000 men and women, Af-
rican American faith leaders, who are
engaged, involved, and committed to
clean air. These faith leaders represent
13 million African American church-
goers who remain steadfast and
unmovable in their cause to combat
the negative impact of climate change.

Mr. Speaker, members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus tomorrow will
receive the signatures and public state-
ments of those demanding that this
body fully support President Obama’s
Clean Power Plan. Nearly 40 percent of
the 6 million Americans living close to
coal-fired power plants are people of
color and disproportionately African
Americans.

Pollution and damaging toxins from
these plants are responsible for thou-
sands of premature deaths, higher risk
of asthma attacks, respiratory disease,
and hundreds of thousands missed
workdays.

I believe this Congress can hear the
Black church and work together. The
Black church and their fearless leaders
for generations have stood united on
critical social, economic, and moral
imperatives that are meant to
strengthen the communities they rep-
resent. They have been in the fore-
front, like Dr. Martin Luther King,
who walked across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge with our colleague, JOHN LEWIS,
for voting rights.

Climate change and their support for
the Clean Power Plan is no different.
They are in the forefront. As they state
in their letter to us, ‘“The Bible speaks
passionately about the importance of
stewardship for God’s creation,” and
they believe that Obama’s Power Plan
calls them to action.

Mr. Speaker, I join with these ladies
and gentlemen in their dedication to
saving lives.

H7319

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong support
of President Obama’s “Clean Power Plan.”

| would like to applaud the more than
10,000 men and women African American
faith leaders.

These faith leaders represent 13 million Afri-
can American church-goers who remain stead-
fast and unmovable in their cause to combat
the negative impact of climate change.

Tomorrow, Members of the Congressional
Black Caucus to receive the signatures and
public statements of those demanding that this
body fully support President Obama’s Clean
Power Plan.

Nearly 40 percent of the six million Ameri-
cans living close to coal-fired power plants are
people of color and disproportionately African
American.

Pollution and damaging toxins from these
plants are responsible for thousands of pre-
mature deaths, higher risks of asthma attacks,
respiratory disease, and hundreds of thou-
sands of missed workdays.

The Black Church and their fearless lead-
ers, for generations, have stood united on crit-
ical social and economic moral imperatives
that are meant to strengthen the communities
they represent.

Climate change and their support for the
Clean Power Plan are no different.

As they state in their letter to us: “The Bible
speaks passionately about the importance of
stewardship for God’s creation. And President
Obama’s Clean Power Plan echoes God's
call.”

Once again, | salute these dedicated men
and women of God and for the vital work they
are doing on this important issue.

FOCUSING ON WORKING FAMILIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
ject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, about 1 year ago, Speaker
BOEHNER and Senate Majority Leader
MCCONNELL described a vision for the
114th Congress. It included ‘‘focusing
first on jobs and the economy.” They
looked forward to helping middle class
Americans ‘‘frustrated by an increas-
ing lack of opportunity, the stagnation
of wages, and a government that seems
incapable of performing even basic
tasks.”

In the time since, they have done
nothing but protect big businesses
enjoy record profits, attack immi-
grants, and help polluters continue the
destruction of our environment.

This body has voted four times in
support of the Confederate battle flag,
but we have taken no votes on legisla-
tion that will level the playing field for
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